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Traffic Accidents in Public-Access Parking Lots
—An Analysis of Newspaper Reports —

To examine the characteristics of traffic accidents occurring at parking lots of public facilities,
an analysis was conducted on reports from newspaper articles published between January 2014
and December 2024. Among the 355 articles included in the analysis, reports on accidents
occurring in convenience stores were the most common, with 57 reported cases. This was
followed by accidents in supermarkets, large commercial facilities, eateries, and hospitals.
Seventy percent of accidents occurring at convenience stores involve youths or middle-aged
individuals as the primary parties (i.e., pedestrians or drivers of vehicles involved in the
accident who are at serious fault), and more than 30% of the abovementioned accidents occur
due to drunk driving, with no casualties reported. Elderly drivers are frequently reported as the
primary parties involved in accidents that occur in hospitals and supermarkets. A high
proportion of accidents occurring at convenience stores involve casualties on walkways close to
entrances and exits of parking lots, whereas a high proportion of accidents occurring in hospitals
and large commercial facilities involve casualties related to pedestrians inside parking lots.
Additionally, numerous accidents at convenience stores and supermarkets involve elderly
drivers whose vehicles collide with buildings. Numerous accidents occurring in hospitals and

large commercial facilities are multicollision accidents involving elderly drivers.
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