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The P.E.I.P. Model for Complementing Underspecified Domains

of the ICF

—An Information-Organizing Framework for Systematically Handling Personal Factors and Care

Recipients’ Subjective Aspects in Care and Welfare Practice —

Purpose: The International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) provides codes
for body functions and structures, activities, participation and environmental factors, but does not
provide standardized codes for personal factors or subjective information (e.g. sense of involvement,
subjective satisfaction). This study aimed (1) to clarify how these underspecified domains are treated in
Japanese ICF materials and domestic studies, and (2) to construct the P.E.I.P. model as a framework for
organizing personal and subjective information in care and welfare practice.

Methods: This theory-oriented literature review drew on official Japanese ICF documents and six
domestic studies on personal factors and subjective aspects, supplemented by secondary analysis of a
publicly available stroke case. Building on previous work that identified four observational elements—
Personality, Environment, Independence and Physical—we re-specified these elements as organizing
categories for client information and formalized decision rules, boundary conditions and a central-
theme-mediated classification procedure.

Results: The review confirmed that personal factors and candidate additional qualifiers such as “sense
of involvement” and “subjective satisfaction” are conceptually recognized but remain outside the
standard code set, making them difficult to record and share consistently in assessments, care plans and
information systems. The P.E.I.P. model specifies four elements, a central-theme—based classification
procedure, priority rules (including the handling of ambiguous statements) and an application example
using the stroke case, illustrating how the model can surface missing personal/subjective content, reduce
misclassification and information loss, and support more coherent information sharing.

Discussion: Positioned as a complementary pre-coding framework, the P.E.I.LP. model preserves the
strengths of the ICF as a standardized common language while making its underspecified domains more
tractable in routine assessment and recordkeeping. In this study, “Personality” denotes an observational
information category and is not a substitute for the ICF construct of personal factors. Future empirical
work will examine inter-rater reliability and explore external validity and practical utility using real-world

client records and information systems.
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