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Corresponding to Hokkaido Eastern Iburi Earthquake
at Daycare Center in Hospital

This thesis reports how daycare centers in hospital handled the situation when Hokkaido
Earthquake happened based on 2 research results on daycare center in hospital's
correspondence at the time of disaster.

Research 1: Whether the daycare center in-hospital was open when Hokkaido Eastern Iburi
Earthquake happened.Questionnaire survey research was done subjecting daycare centers in-
hospital in order to clarify whether the daycare center in hospital established by municipalities
that had severe damage in Hokkaido Earthquake and to clarify the issues. 25% were scheduled to
be opened before the natural disaster happened. However, 96% of the 26 centers who responded
were opened when the disaster happened. Since elementary schools, kindergartens, and nearby
daycare centers were closed, 23% daycare centers had more children attending that usual. The
research verified that there were many daycare centers in hospital who had to correspond to
unexpected situations.

Research 2: Interview research was conducted subjecting the person in charge of the 3 daycare
centers in hospital that are in the area where the level of the earthquake was higher than lower
5 in Hokkaido Earthquake. At the daycare centers, there were issues such as "making vague
decision on whether to open or not", "providing child care in insufficient facility", "not accepting
children who are in elementary school or older or children attending other daycare center”. It is
necessary to decide on the policy in advance on whether to open when a disaster happens and how

to correspond to disaster such as the communication method and system and place of child care.
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