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Erroneous Installation of Tactile Tiles in Tsukuba City, Ibaraki

—As a reference material for making Tsukuba City, which has declared

to become a Welfare City, the model city for tactile paving—

The purpose of this study is to clarify inappropriate installation patterns and how they should be
corrected in Tsukuba City which has declared to become a Welfare City.

In doing so, the barrier discovery field work method was employed.
The problems of tactile paving of Tsukuba City included: (1) Pedestrians are unable to stop at the
entrance of a parking lot due to the absence of warning blocks on the sidewalk in front; (2) Common
facilities such as city hall, shopping center and post office and sidewalks in front of them are not
connected with guidance tiles; (3) Guidance blocks in front of crosswalks do not parallel with the
direction of the crosswalks (visually impaired pedestrians might go off course and walk out into a
road); (4) Unnecessary amount of warning blocks are installed in front of crosswalks and staircases;
(5) Warning blocks are installed at locations at which pedestrians do not need to pause; (6) Blocks
are installed all over the floor in front of elevators and multi-purpose bathrooms; (7) Installed blocks
direct to roads with no crosswalk; (8) Warning blocks are installed before the first step of a staircase
but not at the landing or after the last step; (9) Guidance blocks are installed on a slope; (10) There
are grass, leaves and puddle on tactile tiles; (11) Tactile tiles are broken with manholes etc.; (12)
Floor mats are placed on top of tactile tiles; and (13) Tactile tiles are used for purposes other than

its original purpose of use.
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