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The Way Parents and Children Behave in the Train and in the Waiting

Area of the Airport in Japan, Taiwan, and Korea
Children with Tendency of Smartphone Addiction

In this research, in order to verify that smartphones and game players are affecting the
communication between parents and children, we researched how parents and children (1 to 8 years
old) spend time in a short distance train in Taiwan, where the ratio of people using smartphones
while walking in the largest in Asia, Korea, where addiction to smartphone and using smartphone
while walking is a social problem similar to Japan, and Japan. The train lines that are subject of
observation, Japan: 9 hours from June 25th to July 1st, 2017 on Yamanote Line and Keihintohoku
Line (Tabata Station to Omiya Station), Taiwan: 6 hours on August 13th and 14th, 2017 on Taipei
MRT Wenhu Line, Korea: 5 hours on 1st and 2nd of October 2017 on Seoul Subway Number 2. The
subject of observation was pairs of mother or father and a child who is at the age of 1 to 8. We
considered the data effective when we could observe them for more than 5 minutes. As a result, valid
data was collected for 82 pairs in Japan, 98 pairs in Taiwan, and 42 pairs for Korea. The results were
shown below. O The least number of parents talked to the children in Japan (32%). However, 43%
of the parents talked to their child and it was more than Taiwan (36%) and less than Korea (50%).
@ None of the parents play with words with their child (riddles and quizzes) or play with their
hands. @ 12% of the parents played with words and hands in Korea. Also, 10 more percent of them
read books and looked at picture books. It was more than in Japan or Korea. @ The most number
of children watched a smartphone in Japan (16%), followed by Taiwan (10%). The most number of
children played games in Japan (9%), followed by Korea (7%) and Taiwan (3%). When it includes
tablet, the most number of children played with electronic device alone in the train in Japan (26%),

followed by Korea (19%), and Taiwan (14%).



