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A Discussion on Homelike Environment

1n Children’s Homes

In the present paper, we discussed homelike environment that is a goal for children’s homes.

Children’s homes are aiming for smaller childcare units. Individual involvement via homelike

environment is said to guarantee “normal life”. Staff and children felt that individual involvement

became possible through smaller childcare units. It also led to acquisition of life skills such as

household chores by children. It is assumed that smaller childcare units have created more homelike

environment. On the other hand, there are challenges with achieving homelife environment in

smaller childcare units. The study indicated that it is necessary to improve expertise of staff to

provide more careful care, and for staff to discuss what homelike environment should be instead of

accepting the status quo of large group care system in children’s homes and change their awareness

toward intentionally providing homelike environment.
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