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Difficulties in Education on" Life "and" Death "
in Elementary School
-Questionnaire Study and Interview for
Yogo Teachers and Class Teachers-

In this research, we aim to clarify the difficulties and problems in education concerning “life”
and “death” in elementary school, by examining the cooperation between elementary school
teachers and Yogo teachers, in this regard, and with regard to their education needs.

Semi-structured interviews were conducted on four elementary Yogoteachers and anonymous
self-administered questionnaires were distributed to 40 faculty members, excluding Yogo
teachers, of one elementary school.

From the interview with Yogo teachers, we found that education on death was not sufficiently
covered as compared to the education on life. Death has a strong negative connotation, and Yogo
teachers wanted to convey the "preciousness of life" in schools, which has a more positive image
than death. In the survey of teachers, the result showed that there was no time to hold classes
on life and death education. Although the Yogoteachers strongly resisted the education of death,
the elementary school teachers found that few people resisted as such. The survey also showed
the possibility of the teachers' view of life and death affecting the contents of education.
Elementary school teachers and Yogo teachers felt the necessity to cooperate with one another.
As children's bullying and suicide increases, and the social environment also changes, it is
difficult for children to imagine death, so classes teaching about death at elementary schools
are necessary. As Yogo teachers themselves are professionals and recognize the magnitude of

its impact on children, they seem to be cautious about the education of death. In most cases, it
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is the teacher in charge of the class who mainly conducts education on life and death. Because
the teacher's view on life and death is related to the content of the lesson, it is also important
for the Yogo teachers to understand the teacher's point of view. While the education on life and
death is extremely difficult, cooperation between Yogo teachers, as professionals, and classroom

teachers is indispensable.
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