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Issues on Tactile Ground Surface Indicator When Supported
Senior Citizens Travel

In this thesis, we will clarify the experience of senior citizens who have the
certification of requiring support or requiring long-term care when they walk on tactile
ground surface indicators. We will organize the issues on the barriers for tactile
ground surface indicators when senior citizens travel.

The subject of this research was 40 old people who were older than 65 years old and
attend day care center. We conducted interview research directly to the senior citizens
who had the certification of requiring support or long-term care (40 people).

When we asked how often they avoid tactile ground surface indicators in 5 levels

from "often" to "not at all", the result was "often"(63%), "sometimes"(18%),
"neither"(5%), "not very often"(12%) and "not at all"(2%).

In this study, it was clarified that senior citizens not only trip over tactile ground
surface indicators with their foot, but also their walking assistant device becomes an
issue such as getting stuck or having it in an unstable position. It is necessary to let
them know the points of caution when they use walking assistant device, such as their

cane may get stuck and the wheels of the walker are not stable on the indicators.



