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Corresponding to Epilepsy in Childcare Scenes

by Daycare Staff

Recently, increasing number of children with chronic condition are entering into daycare
centers and kindergartens. In childcare scenes, correspondence to children with epilepsy
is most likely to be in the hands of nursery teachers.

In order to clarify the daycare staff's experience dealing with children with epilepsy and
their awareness how to correspond, we conducted a questionnaire survey subjecting
daycare staff. They responded that 36% (47) have dealt with children with epilepsy and
76% of those (35) have the experience dealing with them in epileptic seizure. Based on
this, it clarified that the chance of daycare staff dealing with children in epileptic seizure
is not uncommon.

When we asked all the respondents how to correspond to children having a seizure, the
most common response was "measure the duration of the seizure" (92%, 119), "call other
nursery teachers" (90%, 116) and "contact the parents" (90%, 116), consecutively.

When we compared the daycare staff that have dealt with children in epileptic seizure
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know the optimal treatment and what they actually did, it clarified that they know the
optimal treatment but they could not do it in reality.

If they accept children with epilepsy, there is a chance that they have a seizure during
childcare and nursery teachers have to deal with it.

Even when they know what to do, there are cases where they cannot do what is optimal
to do when children have a seizure.

Also, even though it is very few, some daycare staff misunderstand that putting a

handkerchief or disposable chopsticks in their mouth is an optimal treatment.
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