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Parents' perceptions about the use of umbrellas by young children

The purpose of this study was to examine the content and methods of teaching children about
the handling of umbrellas, to determine the use of umbrellas by young children aged 2 to 6
years old, what parents perceive as challenges, and what parents teach their children. A
questionnaire survey of 525 parents of young children was conducted. A total of 430 copies of
the answered questionnaire were collected. Of these, 420 were included in the analysis.

The age at which children started using umbrellas was most often from the age of three.
However, children aged 2-4 years old were more likely to hold hands with their parents or
guardians in rainy weather or to be carried by their parents or guardians under their umbrellas,
and they tended to gradually use their own personal rain gear from around age 5. Regarding
children's use of their own umbrellas, parents perceived problems with their children not being
able to hold hands with them, the umbrellas blocking their children's view, the umbrellas that
their children were pointing at bumping into people passing by, and their children opening the
umbrellas without checking their surroundings. For this reason, they told the children about
how to open and hold the umbrella.

Children of a younger age find it difficult to support an umbrella well, and their vision is
easily obstructed by the umbrella tilting forward. Also, during infancy, children may open their
umbrellas in the vicinity of people and happen to hit people around them with their umbrellas.
It is important to teach children how to open and hold an umbrella from an early age, as
elementary school students will be able to get around on their own, even in rainy weather.
However, when moving with young children in heavy vehicle traffic or in a parking lot in rainy
weather, children should be placed under an adult umbrella or the child should be dressed in

rainwear, so that they can hold hands with their parents or guardians.
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