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Parents’ Behaviors in Traffic that are not Good Role Models
for the Children 1

—Fixed point observation in traffic—

Toddlers must learn the knowledge and behavior related to traffic rules and manners so that they
would not be involved in traffic accident and can learn appropriate traffic behavior. The efficient way
to learn those knowledge and behaviors for toddlers is to copy the behavior of their parents who are
close to them.

In this research, the objective was to clarify to what degree parents behave in a way that is not a
good role model for their children when they cross the crosswalk in fixed point observation.
Specifically, we measured the case where toddlers with children ignore the traffic signal and cross
the street, the parents start walking when the traffic signal is blinking, using a smartphone when
they are walking with their children.

The result showed that there are 10% of parents who cross while the signal is blinking and using
a smartphone while walking each. Although the number is necessarily high, but it is suggested that
showing the children that their parents do not follow the traffic rule and manners makes the danger

of children being involved in the traffic accident high.



